The use of postoperative suction drainage in total hip arthroplasty.
Two hundred eight primary total hip arthroplasties were reviewed to evaluate the effect of closed suction drainage. This review included 45 hips in which closed drains were used and 163 hips in which drains were not used. These two groups were compared for possible differences in wound problems, temperature elevations, changes in Hgb/Hct, and the need for transfusions. There was no statistically significant difference in postoperative temperatures or decrease in Hgb. However, there were four superficial wound infections in the drained group and three superficial wound infections in the non-drained group (P < .025). There were no deep infections in either group. These findings suggest closed suction drainage provides no apparent advantage in uncomplicated primary total hip arthroplasty.